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After receiving the Vic and Margaret Ball Scholarship, I decided to spend my six months long 
internship at Tagawa Greenhouses. I came to this decision when I learned that Tagawa 
Greenhouses are the largest annual producers in the Midwest and a lot of their previous intern 
recommended them who are studying at K-State University. Tagawa greenhouses have multiple 
locations, they have three locations in Colorado and one in New Mexico. Their main location is 
in Brighton, Colorado and they have two other facilities in Golden, Colorado called Table 
Mountain and Foothills. They also have a location in Estancia, New Mexico called Tagawa 
Southwest. 

First, I started in the operations department at the Foothills location in Golden Colorado. 
While working in operations, I was able to do all the different jobs that this department does. I 
worked on the sticking line, unpacked cuttings, used the ellepot and the loose fill machine to fill 
trays, took inventory, fixed trays, shipped trays and I was able to run the autostix machine. 
Sometimes we stayed late to fill trays with media, to prepare enough trays for the next day or so. 
We also stayed late and helped with the autostix machine. My favorite part in operations was 
when a few of us, the other intern, two other workers and I stayed late until 10-11pm, and we ran 
the autostix machine. I was able to learn a lot in this department and I had a great experience 
working with these wonderful people. 

Second, I went to Table Mountain where I worked in greenhouse production. I moved to 
a new location, to Table Mountain where I was responsible for plug production. In this 
department, I was mostly watering petunia plug trays, but I also had the opportunity to apply 
fungicides and growth regulators as needed. On the weekends I was responsible for watering two 
ranges and the dock area. This was a great opportunity for me to learn about plug production 
since I had no previous experience in it. In this location, I was able to work with many wonderful 
people who I became friends with. 

After finishing plug production, I was moved to Brighton, where I was working in the 
organic herb production for the next two weeks. I was really excited to work in this department 
because I had no previous experience with an organic greenhouse production. I was given the 



opportunity to apply biological control to control the pest population and I was helping with the 
harvest. I learned a lot about IPM practices and biological control in this short two weeks.  

After helping out with the herb production the grower, Seth asked me to stay and help 
him with finished production and the herb program. So, I stayed in Brighton and helped him out. 
This was a great experience, I was able to work with hanging baskets and other bedding plants 
and I was able to continue work at the herb production side. This helped me to compare and 
contrast the differences between the organic herb production and organic bedding production. I 
helped with the ordering from Biobest and with the application of biological controls. I was also 
given the opportunity to apply pesticides and growth regulators to the bedding plants. I was 
responsible for the feeding and watering of these plants. This gave me the opportunity to use 
organic fertilizers in a greenhouse production. We used 3-1-1 Nature’s source of organic 
fertilizers for the herbs. I had a great time working with Seth, and I learned a lot from him. 

Next, I was given the opportunity to spend two weeks at Tagawa Southwest in Estancia, 
New Mexico. This is the newest Tagawa facility, they purchased it in 2008. Previously, there 
was a hydroponic tomato production in the greenhouse but modified it, so they could grow 
bedding plants in it. In this location, I was watering, fixing succulent bowls, pulling orders, 
working on the planting line, pinching plants, cleaning, and I was cleaning the water pipes for 
the cool cells. I spent most of my time pulling orders while I was at Tagawa southwest because it 
was Mother’s Day and it was the busiest week. The people were really nice and helpful, I had a 
great time working in New Mexico. 

After New Mexico, I was merchandising at the Home Depot for two weeks. This was the 
best part of my internship. I enjoyed helping customers and I had an enjoyable experience 
working at the Home Depot. I was mostly moving and organizing the plants as they arrived at the 
store. I answered questions that the consumers had, and I helped people to find the right plant 
and carried their plants to their car. I had a great experience at Home Depot. I learned a lot about 
consumer service, which I am grateful for.   

For the last month, the other interns and I had meetings with all the department heads at 
the company. We spent a week at Tagawa Gardens, which is their retail location. We also spent 
some time with the coalition, distribution, accounting, HR, inventory, maintenance, seeding, 
marketing, IT, operations, and production. During these meetings, we talked with the department 
heads, and they told us what their responsibilities were and what they do every day. We were 
also fortunate enough to get a back-room tour at the Denver Botanical gardens with Bill Kluth 
and with Sarada Krishnan. This last month helped me to understand how these departments work 
with each other, and what is the role of each department in the company. I have learned a lot 
during this last month and we had a great opportunity to see the inner workings of a Botanical 
garden too, which was a lot of fun.  

During this six months, I learned a lot about greenhouse production, operation and how a 
company like Tagawa greenhouses run. I have an overall better understanding of the horticulture 
industry, thanks to this internship. I also gained a lot of consumer service experience. This 
internship had an enormous impact on me. It gave me the skills that I need to succeed in school 
and in the industry. I learned a lot about the horticulture industry and it reinforced my decision 



about my carrier in horticulture. I would like to finish my studies at K-state and after that, I 
would like to work in the Horticulture industry. 

I had a great internship experience at Tagawa Greenhouse. Everyone was kind and 
helpful. They wanted to make sure that I succeed and I learn as much as possible while I was 
over there. They provided housing for us, the interns, which was a huge help to me. I would like 
to say Thank You to Bill Kluth the intern coordinator at Tagawa and to the other interns, Ryan, 
and Rhiannon for making this internship such a great experience. I also would like to say Thank 
You to the great people who I had the chance to learn from; Matt, Greg, Seth, Patrick Trino, 
Dan, Anita, Carlos, Adam, and Cruse. They were all wonderful and I learned a lot from them. I 
greatly appreciate this opportunity.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


