
National Floriculture Forum Annual Meeting 

On March 16th, 2017, I was one of the lucky few students who was honored to receive a 

scholarship from American Floral Endowment (AFE) to attend the National Floriculture Forum 

annual meeting in Philadelphia. 

The event coincided with the Philadelphia Flower Show; thus, our first stop was the 

Pennsylvania Convention Center. Attending the Flower Show was an amazing experience. In 

addition to the spectacular decorations of plants and flowers, we were able to observe many 

unique plants that were submitted in plant competitions in various categories. I lost track of 

time observing and photographing the plants submitted for the competition, and after two 

hours, I realized there was still ¾ of the convention that I had yet to explore. Other than the 

Flower Show, we also got to visit a cut flower greenhouse and learned about the challenges and 

tips on growing cut flowers using a hydroponic system. The last place that we visited was the 

infamous Longwood Gardens. During our visit there, we were given a tour of the garden and 

learned about the history, research, volunteer work, and the teaching programs that they have 

before we explored the garden to enjoy the orchid collections that were on display for the 

weekend.  

Attending the event allowed me to meet with other plant enthusiasts who are very passionate 

about their work. During the short event, I got to meet professors and students from other 

universities and learned about the projects that they are working on with many different plants. 

The students also did a short presentation on their research. At the end of the meeting, there 

were also job offer announcements by some of the committee members! 

The scholarship provided allowed me to attend the conference in Philadelphia and broaden my 

horizon in the plant world, while allowing me to connect with other passionate plant lovers. 

The places that we visited and the research presentations showed me the many ways that 

plants could be utilized to enrich our lives. The people I met during the trip strengthened my 

desire to keep pursuing my passion and to continue to work with plants. Thus, I would like to 

thank the AFE for their support and I hope that they will continue their support so that other 

students will be able to have the same enriching experience that I had.  

 

Thank you, 

Nor Kamal Ariff, Cornell University 


