






observe in a crowded greenhouse, and plants will easily recover from the symptoms once 
ethylene is removed. Common cultivars like ‘Brandy Wine’ and ‘Better Boy’ show easily 
observable symptoms at low concentrations of ethylene and very severe symptoms at 10 ppm. 
Young plants are more sensitive than mature plants, so indicator plants should be replaced with 
younger plants before they flower. 

IMPACT TO THE INDUSTRY 

Ethylene contamination in the production greenhouse can cause devastating crop damage if it 
goes undiagnosed. The use of ethylene indicator plants is a very easy way for growers to 

identify when they have ethylene contamination in the greenhouse. Symptoms of epinasty on 

tomatoes should be observed while concentrations of ethylene are still low and damage to 
other plants can be prevented. 
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