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In January of 2016, I embarked upon my first adventure. Seeing the Rocky Mountains for 

the first time was an experience on its own, but my six month long internship with Welby 

Gardens would change me greatly for the better before I saw my home in the Appalachians 

again. I had no idea what to expect, and what I received was far better than I could have hoped 

for. During my time west of the Mississippi, I gained confidence, experience, and lifelong skills. 

I am so honored that the American Floral Endowment gave me this opportunity.  

 
Show Material 

 My two first weeks spent at Welby Gardens in Denver mostly consisted of shadowing 

various growers and learning the day-to-day steps at the greenhouse. Before Welby, I had no 

greenhouse experience; I only propagated a few plants for my small terrarium business. Every 

Welby employee was patient and knowledgeable, and seemed to enjoy sharing their experience 

with me.  After learning a little from packs, pots, and plugs, I was in the seed house, where I 

would remain for the majority of my internship. At that time, the seed house consisted of some 

plugs and mostly show material in pots. This is where I became accustomed to many plants such 

as Lobelia, Delphinium, Columbine and many more plants we were forcing into bloom for the 

Colorado Home and Garden Show.  



After those two weeks of shadowing, I was able 

to water for the first time, and gradually got 

more responsibilities as I became comfortable. 

Every day, I would assist the lead grower in 

watering, checking the germination chamber 

for plugs that were ready to be moved into the 

greenhouse, and various other duties.  

 In March, the show material was gone 

and plug season was in full swing. Before I 

knew it I was taking care of my own section of 

plugs and various pack material. Being 

responsible for my own plants made me slightly 

nervous at first, but my coworkers and 

supervisors would always be nearby to guide 

me. My knowledge and confidence was 

growing and by April organic vegetables and 

herbs were added to my responsibilities, which I was greatly interested in. Organics would 

become the most rewarding and insightful part of my internship. During my time with organics I 

learned a lot about beneficial insects, water management, pests and diseases, and the likes and 

dislikes of many different plant species. Being able to see the plants I nurtured from seed all the 

way through to adulthood as they 

were pulled for orders made me 

feel very proud and 

accomplished. 

Plant	Material	at	the	Colorado	
Home	and	Garden	Show	
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 Nearing the end of my internship in mid-May, organics were all but gone. At this time I 

moved to packs to help with petunias, pansies, impatiens and many other landscape plants. Packs 

was a good change from organics and plugs and expanded my sphere of experience and 

knowledge. I also helped some in pots, which gave me a complete, well-rounded Welby 

experience. As my internship drew to a close, I felt very accomplished, with so much more 

knowledge, experience, and confidence than before. I feel much more prepared for my future 

endeavors in horticulture, and I am completely committed to staying in this field as a result of 

my internship. My future is open and I still have a year of schooling left, but you will definitely 

find me somewhere in a greenhouse. 
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